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much progress, that the foetus is jammed in the pelvis, that
the labour pains are excessive, and that it is impossible to
manipulate the hind-limbs.
In some cases it has been possible to effect delivery by
cording the hind-limbs if they are not advanced very far, and
then pulling them upwards until the feet reach below the
wings of the atlas, but not beyond. Traction now being
made simultaneously on all the limbs and the head, the foetus
may be delivered. Obich succeeded in extracting a foal in
this way.
Embryotomy must be adopted in the majority of instances,
and the method adopted by Cann has been found the most
successful in the mare and cow. His directions are as
follows:
1.  Find the hind-limbs, and secure them by cords round
the pasterns.
2.  Cord the head and fore-limbs, and pull these out as far
as possible beyond the vulva.
3.  Remove the abdominal viscera, and divide the spine as
near the lumbar region as possible, taking the precaution to
leave a good piece of skin attached to the loins, so as to cover
the exposed bones and prevent the maternal organs  being
injured  during the subsequent  steps in extraction.    Then
remove the anterior portion of the hody by traction.
4.  Obtain a solid bearing on the divided spine, either with
the hand or the repeller, and push steadily and firmly against
it, so as to direct it into the uterus, when the cords on the
hind-pasterns are pulled by assistants, guided by the hand of
the operator, and the presentation converted into a posterior
one.   This part of the operation  is the most  difficult and
fatiguing for the obstetrist, as well as the most dangerous for
the mother, and requires both strength and dexterity to push
back the loins and pelvis of the foetus, while advancing the
hind-limbs, thighs, and croup, towards the outlet.
6. Nothing now has to be done but to exercise moderate
traction, and so terminate the delivery.